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themselves on somebody's organs of "sense
and are responded to by his nervous system.

Such is the doctrine of the new American
]\alists, in whose devoted persons the logic
i>f idealism has worked itself out and appro-
priately turned idealism, itself into its opposite.
Consciousness, they began by saying, is merely
a stream of ideas ; but then ideas are merely
the parts of objects which happen to appear
to a given person; but again, a person (for
all you or he can discover) is nothing but his
body and those parts of other objects which
appear to him ; and, finally, to appear, in any
discoverable sense, cannot be to have a ghostly
sort of mental existence, but merely to be
reacted upon by an animal body. Thus we
come to the conclusion that objects alone
exist, and that consciousness is a name for
certain segments or groups of these objects.

I think we may conjecture why this
startling conclusion, that consciousness does
not exist, a conclusion suggested somewhat
hurriedly by William James, has found a
considerable echo in America, and why the
system of Avenarius, which makes in the
same direction, has been studied there sym-
pathetically. To deny consciousness is to